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[B' 01. Introduction

Gates Foundation 

Expanding digital inclusion offers transformative potential for women and girls, opening 
doors to greater opportunity, agency, and economic resilience. As countries advance 
their digital agendas, prioritizing the participation of women-especially those at risk of 
being left behind due to economic or social barriers -can accelerate progress for all. 
When everyone has equitable access to digital tools and skills, communities thrive, 
innovation grows, and inclusive development becomes possible. 

India has experienced substantial growth in mobile ownership (including smartphone 
ownership), mobile internet adoption, and financial inclusion over the last few years. 
GSMA data shows that there are now 65°/o of men and 49%2 of women using mobile 
internet, and that gender gap has reduced from 33% in 2024 to 25% in 20253 

. There is 
near-ubiquitous 4G coverage and extensive 5G deployment, but barriers prevent people 
from getting online. India boasts a thriving and unique digital ecosystem, characterised 
by significant investment in digital payment infrastructure, e-governance, and a vibrant 
tech ecosystem. 

Among women aware of mobile internet, the top reported barriers to adoption are 
limited literacy and digital skills, along with concerns about safety and security and 
challenges related to affordability, particularly regarding handsets. It is important to look 
beyond mobile internet adoption and being able to go online to ensure that women can 
use the internet to meet their life needs. Once women start using mobile internet, they 
tend to use it daily, but for fewer use cases than men4

• 

India's flourishing digital ecosystem presents a huge opportunity to increase digital 
inclusion for women further while ensuring that they can use the internet to access 
healthcare, education, financial services, government entitlements, and livelihood 
opportunities. Ensuring women can both access and use the internet provides 
significant socio-economic benefits to not only women and their families but also the 
economy and businesses, while contributing to the achievement of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. 
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a 03. Eligibility Criteria

Gates Foundation 

To be eligible to apply, applicants to the Accelerator must meet all the following criteria: 

- Be a not-for-profit registered and operating in India.

- While Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) license is not mandatory, 
applicants possessing one must ensure it is valid at the time of application (as of 
June - July 2026) and during the project period.

- Be able to deliver the proposed project in target locations across India and/or 
evidence local partnerships to deliver the solution on the ground.

- Propose a project that focuses on digital adoption and use for women in India and 
aligns with the Accelerator objectives outlined in Section 02.

- If the proposed project involves the scale-up of an application, platform, or digital 
product, such product must not be fully or partially owned, co-owned, or controlled by 
a for-profit entity. Partnerships with for-profit organisations are permitted, provided 
the product and its core value remain under not-for-profit ownership and control, and 
the grant does not directly or indirectly enhance the commercial value or create 
exclusive advantage for any for-profit entity. Solutions embedded within or dependent 
on for-profit platforms must clearly demonstrate that grant funding does not directly or 
indirectly enhance commercial value or create exclusive advantage.

- Have a demonstrated commitment to supporting gender equality and the inclusion of 
underserved groups.

- Have a clear understanding of how their solution addresses barriers preventing 
women from accessing and/or using the internet, while mitigating any potential 
negative impacts.

- Be fully compliant with relevant business licensing, taxation, employee, and other 
regulations in India.

- Consent to having project data and insights shared among the Accelerator's learning 
outcomes and knowledge sharing activities and agree to the Global Access policy to 
ensure prompt and wide dissemination.
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During the selection process, we will also ensure that eligible applicants have/are: 

- Adequate financial systems, to report regularly to the Accelerator, providing evidence 
of expenditure of grant funds, undergo an external audit. In addition, shortlisted 
applicants will be required to produce unqualified, audited financial accounts as a 
condition for funding.

- Adequate governance aspects to ensure that shortlisted applicants can adhere to 
strong governance principles, promoting transparency and accountability throughout 
the project tenure.

- An adequate bank account to receive and hold grant payments. Successful grantees 
will be required to maintain a dedicated bank account for the grant awarded.

- Valid BOG and 12A certificates are in place on the date of signing the agreement. This 
is a mandatory requirement for successful applicants who will be awarded a grant.

- Adequate internal human resource capability to implement the proposed project and 
comply with the Accelerator's reporting requirements within the planned timeframe.

- Applicants may need to demonstrate how they are compliant with all applicable laws 
and regulations in India.

- Compliant with the principles of India's Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act.

The following organisations are not eligible to apply to the Accelerator: 

- For-profit organisations, including social enterprises.

- Governments, government-owned agencies (or appointed government agencies).

- UN agencies and bi/multilateral organisations.

- Start-up or not-for-profit accelerators and incubators.

- Academic institutions

However, eligible applicants may partner with such institutions where relevant. In such 
cases, the lead applicant must demonstrate a proven implementation model, 
measurable outcomes, and the organizational capacity to deliver and scale the 
proposed solution. 

GSMA 7 

https://www.meity.gov.in/static/uploads/2024/06/2bf1f0e9f04e6fb4f8fef35e82c42aa5.pdf










0Reliance 
i� Foundation Gates Foundation 

lg� 07. Application Process & Timeline

All applications MUST be submitted in English. 

Stage 1 
Pitch 

Stage 2 
Proposal 

Stage 3 
Fund 
Panel 

Mid-July 

to

October 

November
to March 

2027 

April to 

May 2027 

Complete a short online 'Pitch' for the project and describe how you 
meet the funding criteria. The deadline for submitting pitches is 04th

September 2026, 11:59 PM 1ST. 

The team will aim to review and confirm the shortlisted applicants 5-6 
weeks after the deadline for submitting pitches. 

The highest-scoring applicants (shortlist) that meet the objectives of 
the Accelerator will be invited to develop a detailed proposal, setting 
out the full case for the project. The proposal will include a detailed 
project proposal, budget, work plan, and project milestones. 

Applicants will receive guidance in developing their proposal; this 
support may include a field visit (where possible) to the applicant to 
conduct due diligence on the project. Applicants may be asked to 
reduce or modify the requested funding amount and allocation during 
the application process. 

The team will conduct a due diligence assessment of all 
shortlisted applicants with a particular focus on governance and 
internal controls, ability to deliver, financial management, and 
management of contracted partners. 

An independent panel of experts ('Fund Panel') will appraise proposals 
based on the submitted material as well as recommendations from the 
team. 

We expect the final decision from the Fund Panel to be communicated 
to applicants by early May . 

Stage 4 May to 
Contracting June 2027 

Stage 5 
Project 
Launch 

GSMA 

Successful awardees will be invited to the contracting stage to finalize 
the Agreement. 

The team will work with applicants to finalize a schedule of 
incremental milestone-based payments. These payments will be 
dependent on the awardee demonstrating and delivering proof 
that the mutually agreed-upon milestones have been achieved. 

July 2027 Project implementation will commence following contract execution 
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r_-_·_·; 08. How to Apply

To submit an application, please review and respond to the 
questions below in the submission form SheConnects Digital Accelerator 
India link. Please submit your application before/by 04th September 2026, at 
11:59 PM India Standard Time (1ST). We will only accept submissions in 
English. We are not able to accept incomplete pitches, pitches submitted after 
the deadline, or to offer direct feedback on pitches prior to or after submission. 

Eligible applications will be evaluated against the following criteria: 

1. Request for Support: Solution/ Approach, Alignment to Fund objectives
2. Potential for Impact on women's digital inclusion
3. Potential for Scalability & Sustainability

::: 09. Other 

For any further questions related to the Accelerator, please reach out to the GSMA team 
at SheConnectsDigitalAccelerator@gsma.com. 

Lt@ 10. Frequently Asked Questions

Questions 

1. Where do I apply?

2. What level of project maturity are you
looking for? Will selecting any specific
maturity category impact my selection
chances?

3. Is there a geographic preference
for the Accelerator?

GSMA 

Responses 

Please visit the link and complete 
the application form. OR please respond 
to this email with a completed version of this 
form. 

The Accelerator will support early to 
mature-stage initiatives, with the majority of 
those selected at the scale stage i.e., post pilot 
rather than the early stage. 

We are looking for solutions that best align with 
the Accelerator's priority areas. 

No, there is no geographic preference within 
India for funding requests. 

Details are in the Objectives section of the 
Request for Application. 
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Questions Responses 

4. Is there sector preference for

the Accelerator?

5. If Reliance Foundation or Gates

Foundation has previously funded an

organisation, are they still eligible?

No, there is no sector preference within India 

for funding requests. 
Details are in the Objectives section of the 
Request for Application. 

Yes, you are still eligible to apply. 

6. Can a SheConnects Digital Yes, you are still eligible to apply. 

Accelerator India Round 1 applicant or

grantee apply for funding under R2?

7. Can a consortium apply for funding? No, consortium applications are not allowed. 

8. How do I submit my application? To apply, please review and respond to the 
questions below In the Accelerator 

submission form available at the link. Please 
submit your application before 04th 
September 2026, at 11:59 PM 1ST.

9. Can I edit my application post

submission?

10.Can I apply for more than one

project?

11. How will the winners be chosen?

GSMA 

No, you cannot edit the application 
post-submission. 

The application portal will only allow one 

submission per registered entity. 

Multiple submissions for the same project are 
not permitted. In cases where this occurs, the 

first eligible submission will be reviewed, and 
all duplicate submissions will be deemed 

ineligible and not reviewed. 

Details on the scoring and evaluation criteria 
are provided in the "How to Apply" section of 
the Request for Application. 
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Questions Responses 

12. How many winners will be chosen?

13. Can I speak with someone if I

still have questions?

GSMA 

The number of selected proposals will 
depend on the volume of submissions that 
align with the Accelerator's core priority 
areas. An independent Fund Panel will make 
funding decisions. 

Questions may be sent in advance to GSMA 
before 31 July 2026, at 11:59 PM 1ST.

We will be able to respond to individual 
questions about the Request for Application 
and the process. 

15 
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2. Does your organisation possess the necessary legal registration documents in India

(e.g., Trust Deed, Memorandum & Articles of Association, Bylaws, Certificate of
Incorporation/Registration)?

o [] Yes
o [] No

3. If Yes, please provide details on all applicable registrations you hold, and ensure that

the documents remain valid both at the time of application and throughout the

duration of the project:

Certifications or Documents Status & validity Comments, if any 

80G Certification Add Add 

12A Certification 

CSR1 Certification 

GST Certificate 

Note: If you do not have a GST 
certificate, describe how your 
organisation makes payments to 
vendors and suppliers 

PAN Card 

FCRA License 

4. Can your organisation provide audited financial reports for the last three (3) fiscal
years?

o [] Yes
o [] No

5. Is your organisation prepared to provide details of major donors and
revenue/expense breakdowns for the past three years, if requested?

o [] Yes
o [] No

GSMA 17 
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6. Does your organisation have a defined team structure, including a list of 
Trustees/Board Members and Senior Management, with relevant experience in the 
proposed project domain?

o [] Yes
o [] No

7. Does your organisation have clearly defined roles, responsibilities, and established 
processes for accounting for project spending?

o [] Yes
o [] No

8. If you receive a grant, will you be able to maintain a dedicated bank account for 
project spending?

o [] Yes
o [] No

9. Is your organisation compliant with all relevant local, national, and international laws 
and regulations (including tax, Prevention of Sexual Harassment of Women at 
Workplace (POSH), child labour, and environmental)?

o [] Yes
o [] No

10. Does your organisation provide consent to having project data and insights shared 
for the fund's learning outcomes, and agree to the Global Access policy to ensure 
prompt and wide dissemination?

o [] Yes
o [] No

11. Are there any ongoing or past litigation cases or legal proceedings involving the 
organisation that we should be aware of? Provide details and confirm if status 
(resolved or still under litigation).

o [] Yes + Text box for explanation

o [] No

12. Has your organisation received any grant funding from the Reliance Foundation in the 

past 5 years?

o [] Yes + Text box for explanation

o [] No
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